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Risk Scoring & Recidivism 

 Seto, Wood, Babchishin, & Flynn, 2012 
Specifically, they noted that the solicitation offenders 
scored lower than child pornography offenders on two 
different validated risk-assessment tools. In addition, this 
subgroup reported lower levels of pedophilic interest  

 
Tomak et al., 2009  
Internet sex offenders were diagnosed as having lower 
levels of deviance and less impulsivity than contact 
offenders 

 
Babchishin, Hanson, & Hermann, 2011 
Internet sex offenders may have greater self and impulse 
control than their contact counterparts 
 

R. Karl Hanson, Ph.D., Declaration, 6/18/21 
PA Decision related to SORNA, 2022 

“The title of the offense bears little relationship to the 
question of whether a person subject to registration will 
recidivate. Although there are clear differences in the 
moral seriousness of sexual crimes, the seriousness of 
the offense is largely unrelated to the likelihood of 
recidivism." 
  



Recidivism Research 
 

Seto et al., 2011 

Seto and colleagues also reported 

that online sex offenders had low 

reoffending rates. Less than 5% 

(4.6%) of these offenders 

recidivate within a 1.5 to 6-year 

window 

Seto & Hanson, 2011 

Despite the broad popular support 

for ISS, the evidence suggests that 

only some online sex offenders 

represent significant risk for 

contact offending, whereas many 

others do not.  

 *studies done with perpetrators in chat rooms and on 

youth platforms;  (not on 18+ hookup and dating 

websites) 

Briggs and Simonson, 2009 

Defined two types of online ‘Solicitation 
Offenders’ - Contact driven “Travelers” 
and Fantasy Driven 

For both subtypes motivation is not 
related to…  

– Sexual Deviance  

– Criminological Behavior  

 Sexual behavior is more about….  

– Social Isolation/Dysphoric Moods  

– Increasing social isolation as a result on 
the Internet   
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Online Luring Research 
 

● More than 50% of victims are ages 12 to 15 and 
89% of victims are contacted by online predators 
through chat rooms and instant messaging. -FBI 

 
●  In looking at active sex trafficking cases in 2020, 

researchers found that 65% of kids were 
recruited through Facebook, 14% were recruited 
through Instagram and 8% through Snapchat -
2020 Federal Human Trafficking Report 

 
● Online Gaming is the fasting growing hunting 

ground for child predators, FBI 2020.   New FBI 
Campaign “It’s Not a Game” 
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Popular Youth Platforms 
 

 

1.YouTube 

2.TikTok 

3.Instagram 

4.Snapchat 

5.Facebook 

6.Twitter 

7.Twitch 

8.WhatsApp 

9.Reddit 

10.Tumblr 

Online Grooming 

 

• Predators lie about their age, 

pretend to be similar age as 

their target 

• Create fake profiles 

• Use fake photos 

• Pretend to have similar 

interests 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

We need WSP to proactively 

police the Youth Platforms 

• Valuable resources diverted 

and misused  

• Real children  victimization 
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4 
Protect Washington’s 

Children  

• This is an opportunity to 

have a real impact on child 

and public safety 
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Known Persons - 

Relatives, Family 

Friends, Neighbors, 

Peers 

Of all the predators 
most likely to 
sexually abuse a 
child… 

90%  

MECTF proactively 

targets platforms 

and people NOT 
LOOKING FOR 
CHILDREN 

c 

Social Media 

Groomers 

CPS 
Investigates 55% of child 

sexual abuse reported 

Other 

Children 

 

Social Media  

Online Gaming & 

Chat Rooms 

Fostercare 

10x risk 
 

Authority Figures - 

Teachers, Counselors, 

Coaches, Clergy  
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“Teenagers lie about their age to act adult.  
That is why this crime is there.”    Brad Meryhew 

How Many Ruined Lives Does 
It Take To Ensure one 
Precocious Child’s Safety? 

IS SHE SAFE YET? 
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Reconnects to men 

who have chosen  not 

to participate 

To Safeguard Children?!?! 
Implants the thought of sex 

with a minor, using 

unbelievable scenarios 
LE does NOT merely afford an 

opportunity to commit a crime, 
they blatantly entice, encourage, 

and obscure  

Financial Planning  
Provide you with clarity about your finances and 
deliver intelligent, personalized insights to you in the 
complex business of protecting and enhancing your 
wealth.   

Sends unfiltered 

pictures of adult 

women 

Minimizes the 

Perception of Harm 

Aggressively Leads 

the Conversation to 

Sex 

Normalizes the 

Act 

Ignores Verification 

Attempts 

Grooms the Men they 

Claim to be Looking 

for Minors 

On sites where adults 
legally roleplay, 
fantasize, and 
express fetishes…. 



NN#19 -- 
40% under 
the age of 
25  

1 3 2 

NN#19 - Over 50% 
Arrested were 
minorities - 
Disproportionately 
represented. 

Net Nanny Statistics 
● Total Arrests (2015‐2022): 301 

● In Prison/Jail or persons who have done time: 228 

● Average Time Served (211 People Sentenced): 72.5 
Months (6 years)  
● Average Time Served (<=25 years old): 48 Months (4 years)  
● Plea: 75%, Trial: 20%, Acquitted/Dismissed: 2%, 9 
Death/Suicide: 3% 

● Total Trials: 50, 48 (Guilty), 2 (Acquitted)  
● Dismissals: 14 (9 – Death, 2 – Two Hung Juries, 1 – 
Incompetency, 2 – Prosecutor “Interest of Justice” Decision) 

Known 
LGBTQ+ 
websites 
targeted 
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NET NANNY #19 - “Hoy No” 
August 2022 Grant County, WA 

 

 

 

Insidious Tactics Used in Net Nanny: 
 

Adult Dating Sites 

It is IMPOSSIBLE to say these men *KNEW* they were speaking with a 
child online, ESPECIALLY on an adult dating site where the user 
repeatedly states they are both an adult AND a minor. 
 

Pictures of Adults 

Pictures used of “The youngest women on the force”, Age regression, 

and Filters are still pictures of ADULT WOMEN. 
 

Reconnection 

“Only men looking for children” is touted yet those who disengage are 

reconnected.   Direct violation of ICAC Statute Prioritization  
 

Grooming their targets 

 Multiple State Supreme Court rulings stating that LE enticing targets 

are not allowed to use even subtle enticement including minimizing 

harm and normalizing sex with a minor. Direct violation of ICAC 

Operational Standards 
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Moses Lake Net Nanny #19 
 

Adult Dating Sites: Badoo and Tinder 

Police posed as adults - bait and switch  

Police used Adult Photos 

Police RE engaged  

Police exploited traveling law by curiosity of catfishing 

And are charged with Attempted Rape of Child with 

harsher sentencing than hands on offenders with real 

victims 
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Recommendations 
 
Include Proactive Stings in Alternative Sentencing 
● The research shows Online Offenders in Chat Rooms and Social Media have the 

same, or lower,  recidivism as contact offenders who already have access to SOSSA 
● Many older studies show Online Offenders have even less recidivism 
● More recent studies note that PPS show aggressive tactics and chatters who overly 

express ‘Clout’ which may lead to false arrests 

 

An RCW/Mandate that requires MECTF/WSP to 
conduct  child luring or enticement  proactive 
sting operations on Youth Platforms, Chat Rooms, and 
Online Gaming 

● During online dialogue, Law Enforcement shall allow the investigative target to set 
the tone, pace and subject matter of the conversation. (ICAC Operational Standard) 

● Law Enforcement is strictly prohibited from re-engaging the target if the target 
disengages. (ICAC Priorities) 

● Messages must not be altered or omitted in any way 
● No Adult Dating/Hookup Websites 
● No Adult Pictures 

 

Independent Oversight of WSP/MECTF (currently none) to 

ensure these vital resources are being used to protect children on Youth Platforms, improving 
public safety.  Mandated accountability to follow the ICAC Operational Standards. 

 

Cyber Safety Education in Public Schools Harvard’s  Berkman 

Klein Center for Internet & Society has an education platform for youth ages 11-18 
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